Inhibitor development in haemophilia A: the role of von Willebrand factor/factor VIII concentrates.
The presence of inhibitors that neutralize the function of factor VIII (FVIII) decreases the haemostatic efficacy of replacement clotting factor concentrate and increases morbidity among patients with haemophilia A. Certain genetic and environmental variables have been linked to a higher incidence of inhibitors. Conversely, the presence of von Willebrand factor (VWF) in some plasma-derived FVIII products may provide some measure of protection against inhibitor development, although the evidence is not conclusive. Clinical trials are needed to resolve this issue and determine the appropriate role of VWF-containing FVIII concentrates in the treatment of haemophilia A patients.